2. Phonology 

2.1 Segments 

Iloko has fifteen native consonantal phonemes, and a glottal fricative used in loanwords and one native word, 
hadn 'no', the colloquial variant of sadn. Fourteen of the consonants (all but the glottal stop) may appear 
geminate in roots, e.g. lawwalawwd 'spider', tengngd 'center', balld 'crazy', saibbek 'sob', saiddek 'hiccup', 
sayyet 'immodest lady', and banndwag 'dawn'. The glottal stop only occurs geminate across morpheme 
boundaries: agaC'?drak[2igdi71ii\xdk] 'smelling of alcohol'. 
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Stops are unaspirated and, in final position, unreleased. The voiceless velar stop is pronounced quite far 
back and tends towards slight fricativization before vowels. Unlike in Tagalog, glottal stop does not 
phonemically appear word-finally. Orthographically, glottal stop is not represented word-initially. Word- 
medially, at a morpheme boundary, it is represented with a hyphen. Since in this sketch hyphens are used to 
indicate morpheme boundaries, word-medial glottal stop at morpheme boundaries will be transcribed here as 

Syllables have mandatory onsets, so the basic syllable structure of the language is CV(C): aba 'taro' 
[?d:.ba], sam?it 'sweet' [sam.?it]. Consonant clusters occur in both onset and coda positions in foreign loans and 
recently coined slang expressions which do not follow the native phonological structure: kldts.bag 'handbag (f. 
English)', tdkwerts 'money (slang, f. kuartd [Sp. cuartd\)\ and bruha 'witch, sorceress; mythological monster (f. 
Spanish irw/a)'. 

The phonemes /t/, /d/ and /s/ palatalize to [tj], [ds], and [f] before the palatal glide /y/ or its equivalent (i 
+ vowel), e.g. sidk T [Jak], tidn 'belly' [tjan], ididy 'there' [idsay]. Because of many borrowings from English, 
Spanish, and colloquial Tagalog where these palatal sounds are not complex phoneme sequences, the phonemic 
status of [tJ], [d3], and [J] is open to debate. 

All consonants except the glottal stop can appear as onsets phonemically, and all non-glottal or non- 
palatalized consonants may occur phonemically as codas. The glottal stop [?] occurs phonetically in words 
beginning in a vowel, and may surface as a coda phonetically when it replaces a coda t or k preceding another 
onset consonant: pukrdy 'crumbly squash' > \puZrdy]. 

Iloko has four native vowel phonemes /i, e, a, and u/. The new phonemes /o/ and /e/ are found only in 
loanwords. In the northern dialects, the phoneme /e/ is pronounced as /e/, not differentiated from its 
pronunciation in Spanish loanwords. 



Table 2. Iloko vowels 
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The high vowel [u] is lowered considerably in word-final syllables, and is thus represented in the 
orthography, e.g. biilo 'kind of bamboo' /bu:.lu/, agsao 'to speak' /agsau/; dsok 'my dog' /d:su=k/. 

Sequences of two vowels other than the diphthongs /ia/, /io/, and /ua/ are pronounced as two syllables, 
with an intervening glottal stop in carefiil speech, siit 'thorn' [si.?it], kees 'crazy' [k6:.?es], bigdo 'wmnow' 



[bi.g^:.?o], sadn 'no' [sa.?dn], and dissuor 'waterfall' [dis.su:.?or], but: al?alid 'ghost' [?al.?al.ya], bagio 'storm' 
[bag.y6], and lud 'tear of eyes' [Iwa]. 

2.2 Stress and vowel length 

Stress is phonemic, e.g. sikd 'you, familiar' vs. sika 'dysentery'. There, are, however, certain environments that 
attract stress. Stress falls on the last syllable if the penultimate syllable is closed, i.e., the last vowel is preceded 
by two consonants (including a sequence of glottal stop + consonant): paltog 'gun', takki 'excrement', kulagtit 
'jerking movement', tig-Pdb 'belch', lis?d 'nit, lice Qgg\ pugto 'guess'. Exceptions to this rule include words of 
foreign origin or words with a velar nasal coda preceding a final syllable: sungka 'kind of native game', bibingka 
'rice cake', kardmba 'jar' (Spanish loan), kudrto 'room' (Spanish loan). 

Stress also falls on the last syllable if the last vowel is preceded by a consonant and glide: sadid 
'renowned', bituen 'star', anid 'what'. Exceptions include borrowed words: ardnia 'chandelier, from Spanish', 
hopia 'bean cake, from Chinese'. 

Orthographic vowel sequences, which comprise two syllables, usually take stress on the first vowel 
when following two consonants, e.g. manabtuog [ma.nab.tu:.?og] 'thump', kulldaw [kul.ld:.?aw] 'owl'. Words 
that include two identical CVC sequences separated by a vowel usually will carry the stress on the vowel 
separating them: salisal 'compete', batibat 'nightmare', arimasdmas 'red skies at moonrise', bugdbog 'mixed 
varieties of rice'. There are, however, a few exceptions: yakaydk 'sieve', Mid pidipid 'closely set together'. 

Vowels before geminate consonants and m stressed open (CV) syllables are automatically lengthened: 
sdla 'dance' [sd:.la], babbdi 'females' [b^:b.bd:.?i]. Open reduplicated syllables in roots that contain a vowel 
sequence also bear secondary stress/lengthening : naka-ba-bain (POT-RDP-shame) 'shameful'. 

2.3 Reduplication 

Reduplication in Iloko is used for both inflectional and derivational purposes. Formally speaking, there are 
six possible shapes of the reduplicant with the most common uses given in Table 3. Aside from the consonant 
gemination found in animate and kin plurals, all reduplicative morphemes in Iloko are prefixal, copying the first 
part of a given stem (root or prefix+root): 



Table 3. Reduplication 






Reduplicant Shape 


Use 


Examples 
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lal^ki 'male' > la/ldki 'males' 
babdi 'female' > babbdi 'females' 
ubfng 'child' > ubhing 'children' 


CV- 


Plural argument 
Animate plural 


ag-/7/-p<inn>a-bdsol=da 

AV-PL-CAU<RCP>-blame=3p.ABS 

'they are blaming each other' 

ka-ili-dn 'townmate' > ^akailidn 'townmates' 


CVC- 


General plurals 
Imperfective aspect 
Comparison 


kaldfng 'goat' > kalkMing 'goats' 

ag-bdsa 'read' > dig-bashAsa 'reading (in the process of)' 

dakk61 'big' > t/aMakk61 'bigger' 

na-sam?it 'sweet' > na-5awsam?it 'sweeter' 


CVC(C)V- 


Lexical iterativity 


ag-tibn6n 'swallow' > ag-//7/wotilm6n 'swallow 
repeatedly' 


CVC(C)V+N- 


Mutuality 


rupa 'face' > rupamupsi 'face taface' 


Full Reduplication 


Lexicalized items 


bdnga 'pot' > bangah&ngei 'skull' 
tukdk 'frog' > tukaktukek 'wart' 
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